
A Few Words of Wisdom by Henry David Thoreau

“We must learn to reawaken and keep ourselves awake, not by mechanical aids, 
but by an infinite expectation of the dawn, which does not forsake us even in our 
soundest sleep. I know of no more encouraging fact than the unquestionable ability
of man to elevate his life by a conscious endeavour. It is something to be able to 
paint a particular picture, or to carve a statue, and so to make a few objects 
beautiful; but it is far more glorious to carve and paint the very atmosphere and 
medium through which we look, which morally we can do. To affect the quality of
the day, that is the highest of arts.”
Walden - "Where I Lived"
https://www.walden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Walden02WhereILived.pdf

"It is worth the expense of youthful days and costly hours, if you learn only some 
words of an ancient language, which are raised out of the trivialness of the street, 
to be perpetual suggestions and provocations. It is not in vain that the farmer 
remembers and repeats the few Latin words which he has heard."
Walden - "Reading"
https://www.walden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Walden03Reading.pdf

"Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed and in such desperate 
enterprises?  If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is 
because he hears a different drummer.  Let him step to the music which he hears, 
however measured or far away.”
Walden - "Conclusion"
https://www.walden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Walden18Conclusion.pdf

"However mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it and call it hard 
names.  It is not so bad as you are. It looks poorest when you are richest.  The 
fault-finder will find faults even in paradise.  Love your life, poor as it is."
Walden - "Conclusion"
https://www.walden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Walden18Conclusion.pdf

"The light which puts out our eyes is darkness to us.  Only that day dawns to 
which we are awake.  There is more day to dawn.  The sun is but a morning star."
Walden – "Conclusion"
https://www.walden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Walden18Conclusion.pdf


